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, A scene from "The G o n d o l ie r sw h ich  Winchester Operatic 
Society are this week performing at the Guildhall, Winchester. 
Left to right are: Marco (Bertram Dobson), Casilda (Mary Spald­
ing), the Duke of Plaza-Toro (Paul Brown), the Duchess of Plaza- 
Toro (Dorothy Corsby), Guiseppe (Edward Willis). — Photo:

Sollars, Winchester
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A  sc en e , fro m  “T h e  G o n d o l i e r s w h i c h  W in c h e s te r  O p e ra tic  
S o c ie ty  are th is  w eek  p e r fo rm in g  a t  th e  G u ild h a ll, W in c h e s te r . 
L e ft  to  r ig h t a re: M arco (B e r tr a m  D o b so n ), C asilda  ( M a r y  S p a ld ­
in g ), th e  D u ke  o f  P la za -T oro  ( P a u l B ro w n ) , th e  D u ch ess o f  P la za -  
Toro  (D o ro th y  C o rsb y), G u ise p p e  (E d w a rd  W illis ) . —  P h o to :

Sollars, W inchester

AMATEUR OPERA

Lavish ‘Gon
at Winchester has

and verve
7%/JANY simr'lar societies must

A envy W inchester Amateur 
Operatic Society the merit and 
versatility cf its singing talent.

V ocal stren g th  is sin e  qua  n o n  
w hen opera of any brand is the  
order, but happy are th e  am ateur  
players w ho can  ach ieve  the  
u n iform ity  of sk ill th a t a t  presen t  
m arks th e  W .A.O.S.

T h e  la stin g  im pression  le f t  a fter  
Saturday's op en in g  n ig h t  of a  
week of “ T h e G ondoliers ” w as  
th a t one w ould h a v e  to go a long  
way to h ear th e  m usic of S u llivan  
sung — and played — w ith  m ore 
verve. C horuses, in  particular, 
w ere invested  w ith  th e  power, 
tonal quality  and m usical sp irited­
n ess th a t are so  v ita l, so sa tisfy in g  
w hen presen t and y e t so o ften  
sou gh t in vain.

In  expressing th a t  view  one is 
far from  d etracting  from  th e work  
of th e  ind ividual character-p layers. 
A lm ost w ith ou t exception  th ey  are 
vocalists of the first order.

PRAISEWORTHY GEMS
T essa ’s (Jacqueline D uffy’s) 

singing, w ith the chorus, of “W hen  
a m erry m aiden m arries,” C asild a’s 
(M ary S p a ld in g’s) parts in duets  
and quintet, M arco’s  (Bertram  
D obson’s) version of th a t  m ost  

, beautifu l Song “ T ake a pair of 
, sparkling eyes ”—th ese w ere gem s  
in their  own lig h t, each differing  
in technique, in approach, each  
quite praisew orthy.

And throughout the opera the  
colour in the m usic w as m atched  
by the visual splendour of the  
settin gs. Producer G ladw ys S tar­

ling has revealed the h an d  of a  
true artist. One is con stra in ed  
even to  ad m it her r igh t in sacrific­
ing ease of m ovem en t on th e  n o n e-  
too-large stage— as in th e  g a v o tte  
— to th e  overall im p ression  of  
lav ish n ess. _ .

T h e  "G o n d o lie rs” is a n o th e r  
a r tis tic  success for th e  S o c ie ty .  
O ne w elco m es so m e n e w c o m e rs  
a m o n g  th e  p la yers , y e t  fe e ls  a  
w a rm  reg a rd  fo r  th e  fe w  tr ie d  
re ta in e rs , a m o n g  th e m  H o ra ce  

•T a y lo r , a  m e m b e r  o f th e  S o c ie tu  
fo r  a  q u a r te r  o f  a c e n tu r y , w h o  
h a s  a p p ea red  in  e v e ry  p ro d u c ­
t s  s in ce  1932. ,
P au l Brow n (th e  D uke of P laza -  

T oro), B ryon C avill (th e  d ru m m er  
w ho turns o u t to  be k in g ), E d w ard  . 
W illis (G u isep p e), D orothy  C rosby  
(th e  D u ch ess), Jan e  B in s te a a  
(G ian etta ) m u st each  h ave  a  
share in  th e  honours. So, indeed , 
m u st Joh n  S ea le  v (m u sica l 
director) and th e  orchestra .

FIRST LOVE FIRST?
I f  precedent is b eing  follow ed, 

th e  m om en t h as arrived for th e  
society  to m ake a d iversion  from  
th e  G ilbert and S u llivan  trad ition ,

A ch an ge  m ay o ften  be a  good  
th in g  but w ith  th e  society  so obvi- 
ously in sym pathy w ith  and ab le  
so  easily  to fit in to  th e  S avoy  
pattern , th e  m oral would seem  
to  be “ first love first.”

Satu rd ay w as “ civic ” nighty  
attended  by the M ayor of W in­
ch ester  (C ouncillor M ajor P a u l 
W oodhouse), m em bers of th e  Cm*-
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