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|  REAL JERSEY POTATOES.

We have now regulat. supplies of New Jersey Potatoes, the quality being better than ever.

OO per |b.
UNDERWOOD & CO.,

(Prapristors, W. Pink & Sony, Li4.)
126, HIGH STREET, WINCHESTER.
Telephone 360.
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| PIRATES OF PENZANCE AT
WINCHESTER.

A.AT(UI OPERATIC SOCIETY'S FIRST
VENTURE.

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION.

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE.
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The Winchester_ Amatcur Operatic Society gave three highly successful performances of ‘The Pirates
T4 of Penzance™ this week.




PIRATES OF PENZANCE AT
WINCHESTER.

AM‘ATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY’S -FIRST
VENTURE.

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION.

THE PAST AND THE FUTTURE.

One of the most inspiring sights in the world
13 the launching of a ship. It is an event
which is always fraught with great anxiety.
In all its pride and beauty, with flags and pen.
nons gaily fluttering, the good ship stands in
dock, a monument of labour, of great fore-
thought, of patient skill, of mathematical
science, ready to take the water. Will she
prove a success? Will she ride the water
safely and do all that is expected of her? Then
comes the supreme moment, the ribands are
cut, and away she slides on the bosom of the
water, and with Longfellow those who have
been concerned with her fate may well ex-
claim— .

Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee,—

Our hearts, our hopes, onr prayers, our tears,

Our faith triumphant o’er our fears,

Are all with thee!
The analogy between this picture and the Win-
chester Amateur Operatic Society is obvious.
Only recently formed, months of care, of
thought, of skill, of zeal, of energy, and not
a little of “ matters mathematical ”’ had been
lavished on the preparation for the Jaunching
of the society’s first venture, “ The Pirates of
Penzance,” and everything depended upon the
stability of the structure which had been erec-
ted. 'The hearts, the hopes, the fears, the
prayers and the tears of every member of the
society were with the launching of their ship,
and when it “ took the water ”’ at the Guild-
hall on Tuesday evening, not a single doubt
remnained of its seaworthiness and its abilitv
to ride the waters of public opinion, which
grew in volume as it sailed on during the two
following nights. Let us take a glance back
over the past. The love for the Gilbert and
awakened a

Sulliven operas was good
many years ago by Mrs. Scott, who pro-
dueed with the greatest success two or
three of them, and we believe it was

her dream to found & society, but circum-
stances intervened and the dream never came
true. Then Dr. and Mrs. Scott left Winchester
for the Bournemouth district, but when she
heard of the formation of the society she wrote
to one of the principals wishing 1t success, and
made the remark, ‘It seems like my child
grown up.” Mrs Scott was present on Wed-
nesday evening to witness her grown-up child,
and we believe she had every reason to be
salisfied with the result. Nothing more was
done towards forming a society until some
three vears ago, when the question was dis-
cussed by a few enthusiasts, and a Gilbert and
Sullivan evening planned, consisting of an ex-
planation of the collaborators’ methods, of the
stories of their operas, their points of dis-
tinction, and other interesting details, to be
illustrated with excerpts from the operas in
costume. The writer was involved in this
scheme, which, although it simmered for more
than fwelve months, never came to anything,
although'it was hoped that a proposal to found
a Gilbert and Sullivan Society for the study
and production of their operas would result.
‘While it was simmering the promoters heard
that certain Lay Vicars of Winchester Cathe-
dral were maving to form an Operatic Society,
atd as this was the object the other party had
in‘#eer, they dropped their project and de-
cided. to back up the efforts of the Lay Vicars,
who had secured a number of promises of sup-
port ‘in influential quarters. The principal
movers’ were Mr. J. E. Whitwam, Mr, H.
Elsmore, and Mr. F. Major, the last-named
having pleyed leading parts in amateur opera-
tic performances in the north of England.
They .got into touch with Mr, Noel Hanbury,
who was enthusiastic, and wha had had some-
thing to do with a similar society at Torquay,
and the project at once materialised. It was,
perhaps, only natural that a society of the
samo sort in the sister Cathedral city of Salis-
bury, which had met with phenomenal success,
should be taken as a model. That freemasonry
which exists among Cathedral singers all over
the country enabled the Winchestar men to
onlist the assistance of the originator and con-
ductor’ of the Salisbury Society, Mr. George
Sands, himself a Cathedral singer, with the
result that he attended a meeting at the
Masonic Hall in Parchment-street, which was
presided over by Mr. Hanbury, the outcome of
which was the formation of the Winchester
Amateur Operatic Society. The keel of the
ship was luid in the spring of 1912; it was kept

untouched until last zutumn, and then vigorous
work was put into it, and gradually the figura-
tive vessel was brought to completion. Hap-

ily the society secured the consent of the High
Ebeward of Winchester (the Earl of North-
brook) to act as president, and his lordship
manifested great jnterest in the society’s wel-
£are, ard they. .wexle alse fartunate in chtaininge
the patronage of & large number of influential
county magnates and others, all of whose names
were given in the souvenir programme of this
week’s performances. -

Mr. Sands was appointed conductor and pro-
ducer, Mr. E. Whitwam undertook the
duties of hon. secretary, Mr. W. Toby con-
sented to act as treasurer, and the following
were elected on the committee :—Messrs. Noel
Hanbury (chairman), Mr. B. D. Cancellor, H.
¥lsmore, W. J. Lansdell, Harold Warren, J.
W. Elkins, E. J. Holway, H. I. Savage, C. 8.
Wooldridge, and Major Hardress Stevenson.
Throughout Mr. Sands has been a most patient
and faithful guide, counsellor, and friend. It
was decided to select ‘* The Pirates of Penz-
ance; or the Slave of Duty,” with which to
celebrate the launching of the ship, and al-

though time was short and the difficulties
ahead were great, it was the magic word
“ enthusiasm ”” which carried the society

through. Everyone who was selected as acting
and singing members had to pass the voice test,
and merit and ability were the determining
factors in the decision as to the principals.
Those who witnessed the performances must
have readily noted that fact. To use a theatri-
cal term, there were no ‘‘ duds,”” such as one
often sees in amateur performances, and the
absence of any favouritism was all in favour of
the society and its success. There was mno
anxiety as to the casting of the male charac-
ters; certain members seemed builf, voeally
ux'nd'ph_mida]l{z, for.the parts as"mnch’as féra
Grosamith, utland Barrington, Richard
Temple, and George Power, but a difficulty
was apprehended in the ladies’ department,
and especially for the character of Mabel. All
doubts were set at rest when Miss Winifred
Fairweather was tried, and by general accla-
mation she was * elected *’ Mabel. The same
course was pursued with the other ladies, and
it is a matter of congratulation that not only
were all the principals * home products,” but
original ‘members of the society, who had
joined quite content to take a place in the
necessary if humble chorus. It was decided to
spare no expenss to make the production
worthy of the occasion and of the piece, and
to count the favour of the public. Here “ mat-
ters mathematical’’ came into operation. It
was calculated that if the Guildhall were filled
each night, not only could the large expenses
of the opera be paid, but that a profit would
remain, and there was no question as to the
disposal of that profit. The Royal Hampshire
County Hospital, always justly first with its
claims on the charitable, was chosen as the
recipient. of the superfluous cash, and it is
hoped that a gratifying sum will have been
realised. Rehearsals were held at Holy Trinity
Hall, and it speaks volumes for the enthu-
siasm of the members that they stuck at these
rehearsals for hours at a stretch three or four
times a week. Mr. Sands was assisted by Mr.
¥ ol Fanbury, whowe knowledge of stage mats
ters made him invaluable as stage manager,
and when Mr. Sands could not come to Win-
chester Mr. Hanbury took up- the reins, and
having witnessed several of the rehearsals we
can .support the tribute paid him in the
introduction to the souvenir programme.
Mr. E. J. Holway was the assistant
stage manager and property master. Miss
Causton, too, did valuable work as con-
ductor at rehearsals, and Mr. E. Douglas
must be remembered that practically every
member of the society had never had any pre-
vious experience of operatic work, and that
they all had to be taught. The infinitude of
patience on the part of both teacher and
taught was really wonderful; it all lay behind
the perfection which was witnessed on the
Guildhall stage at each of the performances.
It was the Winchester Pageant over again;
Lord Chesterfield’s advice to his son had been
thoroughly learnt and acted upon, and the
level of excellence reached left little to com-
pare, excepting to the credit of the Winchester
performers, with the highest excellence of simi-
lar societies,

Naturally the society had its friends, and
among these several must be mentioned. First
and foremost was Mr. A. Clements—the
““Clem” of the Observer cartoons—who de-
signed the souvenir programme, and who was
assisted in its arrangement by Messrs. H.
Elsmore and J. E. Whitwam, and H. F.
Savage, the last-named contributing the histori-
cal foreword, and the other two arranging the
other matter. The illustrations were left to
Mr. Clements’s artistic taste, and with this he
has won golden opinions. Messrs. Bushell and

Pritchard, proprietors of Rider’s Studio, took
the photographs of the principals and the
police, which Mr. Clements used with such
artistic effect in the arrangement of the pro-
gramme, and it certainly excels eanything of
the same kind we have seen elsewhere. Mr.
Clements’s design for the cover—a Pirate,
grasping the pirate flag, gazing out to
sea on a full-rigged sailing vessel as a
possible  prize—was capital, and gave a
good impression of the contents. Into the
inner title page portraits of Gilbert and
Sullivan were worked, and also a view of
the Guildhall. The souvenir programme was
produced in sepia by Messrs. Warren and Son,”
1td., at the Wykeham Press, and will, no
doubt, be treasured by those who possess it.
Then Messrs. Leach and Seeviour arranged a
miniature stage for advertising purposes, and
on this various scenes from the opera, by means
of coloured photographic figures, were on view
from day to day in Messrs. Jacob and Johnson’s
windows. Mr. J. Sim (head constable) lent
police uniforms, Messrs. Aylward and Sons
%ave the use of properties for rehearsals, Mr.

. Batohellor supplied confectionary on favour-
able terms, the scenery was supplied by Messrs,
J. T. Bull and Sons, London, the dresses and
properties hv Messrs; B, I Simmands and Co.,
London, Messrs. Clarkson'and_Co., of London,
and Mr. W. D. Sheppard, of Winchester, were
the perruquiers, and Messrs, Whitwam and
Coysh, of High-street, had charge of all the
seating arrangements. The floral decorations
for the hall at the performances were of a
superb nature, and reflected the greatest credit
on Mr.. Ernest Forder, of the Kingsgate
Nurseries, who had arranged them. In addition
to Mr, Forder’s flowers, palms were kindly lent
by Mr. Noel Hanbury, and flowering plants
by Miss Turnour, of King’s Worthy, and Mr.
Forder was assistod by Mr. Harbert, gardener
to Mr..Noel Hanbury. Each side of the stage
was a.mass of flowers rising from wide spread-
ing banks, and the varieties used were palms
and ferns, heliotrope, scarlet and white,geran-
iums, hydrangeas, salvias, draceenas, einer-
arias, marguerites, pelargoniums, and schizan-
thus.  Messrs, Jeffery and also gave
flowers for use. The lighting was carried out
by Meossrs. Dicks, Ltd. Others need to be
mentioned with thanks—the ladies who sold the
souvenir programmes, and the stewards under
the direction of Mr. E. W. Toby. The former
were the Misses Alexander, K. Alexander,
Anderson, Conduit, Awdry Gard, D. Hinxman,
J. Hinxman, Hone, Dorothy Laverty,
Mathews, Amy Savage, and. Toby. The latter
were Messra. R. Alexander, W. V. Anderson,
W. H. Batts, C. F. Blake, W. E. Butt, B. D.
Cancellor, M. Carter, W. Fry, E. Lansdell, W,
R. Mathews, H. J. Moreton, R. S. Mugtord,
¥. Picken, I, G. Piper, E. V. .Savage, und
H. W..Warren.

In selecting “ The Pirates of Penzance ** the
saciety chose one of the most piquant and pie-
turesque operas of the Savoy series. As Percy
Fitzgerald says, there is a colour about it, wit!
a genuine piquant story. Like the * Sorcerer,”
it was suggested by an allusion in one of the
old “Bab Ballads,” and is based on a charac-
teristioc Gilbertian idea, viz., that of a band of
pirates whose proceedings are regulated by a
sort of topsy-turvy logie. The curious
grotosque inversion of things was always an
essential part of that humour which is known
as Gilbertian, a word which has passed into
currency. When Gilbert was appealed to on
the gubject he actually wrote Eave no notion
of what Gilbertian humour may be. It seems
to me that all humour, properly so-called, is
based upon e grave and quasi-respectful treat-
ment of the ridiculous and absurd.” But no
one treated humour with greater gravity or
in a more quasi-respectful manner than Gilbert
himself, and only he had the real patent. For
some of the ideas of his operas he went, as
we have hinted, to himself—to his own * Bab
Ballads,” which he expanded in an amazingly
fertile way. The same thing occurred in iis
later operas. He got ideas from earlier works
which underwent the same process of expan-
sion. . Gilbert was very fond of using the same
idea in anather form.” In *“ Finafore ’ we get
ithe *Bumboxt- Wouian changing -the places of
Corcoran and Rackstraw when babiea, so that
in the end Corcoran became an humble seaman
and Rackstraw the captain of the ship; in the
“ Pirates " there is the same sort of character
in Ruth, who, instead of apprenticing Frederic
to a pilot, bound him to a pirate; in “ Ruddi-
gore,” which was inspired by “Ages Ago,” a
drama which Gilbert wrote for the German
Reeds long bLefore he dreamt of comic opera,
Rose wus a workhouse foundling, who was
‘“hung in a plated dish-cover to the knocker of
the workhouse door,” and in the * Gondoliers *
the Frederic idea is repeated in the stealing
of a baby prince, who was placed in the cus-
tody of a gondolier to rear. The remark in



the dialogue of the *Pirates” concerning
mermaids being only human down to the waist
is elaborated in ‘‘ Jolanthe ”’ in the character
of Strephon, who is fairy down to the waist,
and whose legs carry him into the wrong lobby.
Then again, the curtain of the first act of
the “ Pirates”’ is practically used over again
in the curtain of the first act of the * Yeomen
of the Guard,” excepting in the latter case
it is a man who falls prone on the stage instead
of a woman. These instances are mentioned
not to suggest that Gilbert had only a limited
mine to work, but the reverse. The amazing
feature of his methods is his resourcefulness,
his fecundity of idea, his marvellous whimsi-
cality. And this is the reason why his operas
are never stale. No one had before dealt with
a chorus as ho did. He avoided the conven-
tional methods of a professional crowd who
came in at intervals and raised their voices.
He was more probable and natural. Assum-
ing that the conspicuous personages must have
some following connected with or dependent
upon them, he contrived to emphasise these
attendants in a picturesque way. As o .result
they have the air, not of a crowd, but of a
large number of friends. In * Trial by Jury”
it 1s the bridesmaids and the jury; in * Pina-
fore” the famous ‘ sisters, cousins, and
aunts '’; in the ‘“Pirates” the pirate band,
and the daughters of Major-General Stanley;
in “Iolanthe ” the members of the House of
Lords and the fairy band; in ‘“ Ruddigore’”
the ancestors, and in “ The Yeomen” the beef-
enters. Thus he obtained the most charming
groups op the stage; tho chorus became a por-
sonage, and a personage is always an nttrac-
tion. Nothing on the operatic stage is more
dainty than.the group of daughters—all wards
in chancery, like Phyflis in “Jolanthe ’—in the
“ Pirates ”’ in their Early Victorian dresses
and broad-brimmed hats, and the charm here
is individual, And, by the way, when the
piece is stamped with the Early Victorian air
in this matter, why should Mr. Sands have
allowed the Sergeant of Police to perpetrate
such an anachronism as *‘ We charge you
yield, in good King George’s narthe”? 'Z‘he
opera_does not concern to-day; it was written
““in Queen Victoria’s name,”. and as Gilbert
was such _a. sticklar in heviag his te<t adhered
0, the wishes which he left as a legacy might
well ba respected.. As this was altered, per-
haps we may be informed why:the date when
F1ederick would come of age was not advanced
to somewhere near the end of the present
century? .- = - ol il we
The story of the “ Pirates  is too wollj@&wn
to need being detsiled here. It has all that
whimsicality which Gilbert. made his own, and
is allied to music which, though not quite so
catchy as “ Pinafore,” is gparkling and viva-
cious, but more advanced in style. As he pro-
duced opera after opera, Sullivan worked on a
larger canvas, and the ‘‘ Pirates® shows a
larger breadth in orchestral effects and style
than its predecessor. In every case, however,
the musical setting is consonant with the words,
and the sprightly melodies—good, down-right
English music—haunt the ear, while the more
imposing numbers, such as the scene where the
Major-General tells the Police to go, rise al-
most to the style of grand opera. While the
first act of the * Pirates” is deliciously humor-
ous, especially in the passage where the Major-
General pleads the dreaded plea that he is an
orphan and the pirates are overcome with
grief, it is in the second act that the fun really
asserts itself, and on which the opera gained
most of its popularity. There is nothing better
than the passages dealing with the Police
Force, amf’ the ‘naive expression of their emo-
tions is delightful, and not at all far fetched.
The opera might have been called—perhaps
less -wicturesquely—* A Lie and its Conse-
quences,” for if the Major-General had never
told that terrible tarradiddle that he was an
orphan, he would have been exterminated in
the first act, and there would hato been no
need of the delightful episodes with the police.
The idea must have been an inspiration.

From first to last the opera is one changing.

kaleidoscope of colour. There is the greatest
contrast between the brilliant red, blue, and
yellow picturesque attire of the pirates and the
dainty dresses of the ladies, and when all are
grouped together on the stage the scene is one
of intense splendour. The settings of the two
acts are also most delightful—one a cleft in
the rock-bound Cornish coast, with high tower-
ing cliffs around and above, a placid sea with
a schooner at the back. and in the middle dis-
tance rocks which remind one of the matural
arch at Torquay. The other scene is eveam
prettier—a ruined chapel on the Tremorden
estate, which the Major-General has purchased,
together with the tomba of the ancestors who
lie buried therein. This is by moonlight, and
the ruined columns, the broken traceried win-
dows, the Norman and Decorated aerches, and
the creeper grown fragments make up a,pic-

ture which hag hardly been surpassed in any
other opera. Moreover, there were additional
great factors—the Gilbert and Sullivan atmo-
sphere and the Gilbert and Sullivan. tradition,
without which the work would have miserably
fatled. The lightiag was excellently man-
aged on each night of the production, and in
this department Mr. A. Clements proved ex-
ceedingly useful. 4
THE CAST.

Mr. Ernest Hinxman
Mr. Frank Major
Mr. J. Atkins
J. E, Whitwam
Mr. A. J. Crosby

.Miss Winifred Fairweather
........................ Miss Elkins
.Miss Lucy Richards
..Miss Ida Jerram
I80bel. riicerirnisrcnsinivnrnnnsisasiaiaisensen Miss Ruth Savage
Chorus of Pirates, Policemen, and Major-General
Stanley’s daughters: Messrs. D. Alexander, H.
Broomfield, d. D. Boorman, H., M. Brown, B. Con-
duit, R. Elkins, H. Elsmore, E. J. Fielder, J. W.
Grimmett, W, J. Lansdell. W. F. Leach, E. J. Hol-
Harold

Major-General Stanle
Frederic......
Pirate King.
Sergeant of
Samuel.

way, T. Laverty, C. Y. °Pinnick,

Savage, and 8. H. Secviour; Mrs. Butcher,
Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Hunter, the Misses OChandler,
Ethel . Gandy, Grace, Godden, B. Fielder,

Moody, G. Fielder, Heather; I. Lake, Lamh, Page,
Pinnick, Rumboid, Snook, Willinms, and Winter.

The orchestra was composed of the follow-
ng :— !

First violins: Mrs. Connellan, the Misses Cnauston,
Everett, and Peyton; second violins: Mrs. Bernard
Capes, Miss. F. Wooldridge, Miss Stroud, Mr. R.
Farmer; violas: Mr. J. W. Elking, Mr. H. F.
Savage; ’cellos: Miss Froome, Mr. H. R. Eady;
double basa: Mr, E. Chalkley; flutes: Mr. E. Stil-
well, Mr. Collins; oboe: Mr. G. Lane; bassoon: Mr,
Nasgh; trombone: Mr. Thorpe; cornets: Mr. E.
Morris, Mr. Jacobs; clarinets: Mr. E. Chalkley, Mr.
Woods; horns: Mr. I. Heard, Mr. Kingshot; eymn-
l})InIf], tympani, triangle and side drum: Mr. A. W.

all,

The principals might all have been lineal
descendants of the original group at the Savoy,
and they all might have been built for their
parts. It needed little illusion to see George
Grossmith in Mr. Hinxman, Richard Temple
in Mr, Atkins, George Power in Mr. Major,
Rutland Barrington in the Sergeant of Police,
and Marion Hood in Miss Fairweather.
As we predicted a fortnight ago, the audiences
found an agreeable surprise in Miss Winifred
TFairweather. The music for the part of Mabel
ts writter in a high register—higher, indeed,
than any othor similar part in the Gilbert and
Sullivan serios—but oven in her highest notes
Miss Foirweathor was clear and bell-like. Her
first entry, greeted with manifestations. of ap-
proval aich evening, was a difficult one, hut it
at oneo elicited the sympathy of the audienee
because she was such a sturdy champion of the
rejected Frederic. Miss Fairweather’s sing-
ing of her first song, * Poor wandering one,”
was remarkable, the difficult cadenzas being
sung with an ease and brilliance that took the
house by storm, and she . was loudly encored.
She bad already won her way to the hearts
of the audience, and they were quickened by
the subsequent duct with Frederio to the ac-
companiment of the ¢ pttering chorus of her
sisters. Miss Fairweat ;sr showed also that she
was an actress of no Lnean ability when the
Pirates anpear and ‘pfize ‘919 ladia. and _de-
clare that - ortet, oo Ly T

. Here's » first-gate ) rtanfty

i *To get marries S3 Lampanity,

By a doctor of divipity

Who resides in this wicinity.
Her recitative, ‘ Hold, ‘monsters,” was given
with declamatory anger, and triumph rang in
her tones when she played: her trump card—
Just bear in mind that we are wards in Chancery

And father is a Major-General!

The jerror this announcement produced on tho
pirates was a delightful pr¢lude to the appear-
ance of the Major-General himself. In the
second act Miss Fairweather proved herself
even more accomplished. Realising the drama-
tic and humorous possibility of the scene with
the Police, in which she bids them as heroes
to go to glory were fullg! realised, she acted
with much force and spontaneity, and her sub-
sequent scene with Frederic, in which he re-
veals the fact that he is still a member of the
pirate band because the was bound to them
until his twenty-first birtbday, which, having
regard to the fact that he was born on the 29th
February in leap year, occurs only once in four
years, was full of tenderuess. In the lovely
duet, ‘““O leave me not tas pine,” Miss Fair-
weather’s name must be bracketted” with Mr.
Major’s in awarding praise. It was one of
the best pieces of love-making we have seen
on the amateur operatic ntage, its naturalness
and unforced tenderness itaking it very real
aud touching. The blending of tho two voices
produced one of the geinriof the opera, and
it was deservedlyencored ecach evening. The
dramatic side of‘l,ia_‘{l-art was again to the fore
in the scene where the Major-General is seized,
and in the figale,”in whi-h her solo, * Poor

wandering oné’f.6eeurs aguin, her voice rang
out clear andiresonant ahpve all the others.
ere can be"rnotdoubt thht the society have
madeé a valuable discovety in  Miss Fair-
weather, and they will neer want for a lead-
ing lady while she remains #n their ranks. The
character of Frederiot iy pedantic, and re-
quires careful hanpdling tai be effective. The
insistence on mere forms—ilis sense of duty to
his pirate companions, his!frank truthfulness
(he is a dangerous rival to George Washing-
ton), his hyper-sensitivendss, and his con-
scientiousness—which are IEke woven threads
in the texture of his charjeter, were all dis-
played with gravity and #eriousness by Mr.
F. Major. Wee could hardly believe that there
was “ no keener hand at-scattling a Cunarder.
or cutting out. a. White Star,” for this side of
his character is not apparert in the opera, but,
as the Pirate King would say, we waive the
point; we look over it. Mt Major’s progress
through the opera was wabhed with great in-
terest, and histrionically Yjo one could find
much fault with his perfoigance. Vocally it
could not have been better, ,','Fossessing a tenor
voice 'of the ntmost pnii’."" 1o reminds us irre-
sistibly of Mr. Courtice Pdahds in his palmiecst
Savoy days. He made a distinct hit in the
aria, “Oh! is there not one maiden breast,”
and in the lilting trio, *“ A paradox,” he not
only put full wonderment into his tones, but
invested the whole thing with lively interest.
In the dramatic passages with Ruth, whom he
spurns because he has discovared in Mabel what
feminine beauty is like, he rose to the occasion,
and won the hearty approbation of the audi-
ence. Probably many of those present remem.-
bered the late George Grossmith in the part
of Major-General Stanley, 4nd therefore Mr.
Ernest Hinxman had a difficult task before
him. When we say that his impersonation of
the quaintly-impossible, but plausible officer,
was worthy of the best Savoy traditions, we
are only giving the praise that is due. Not
only did Mr. Hinxman look the part, but he
played it—an important point. Irom his
dramatic entrance, when he announces that he
is the Major-General, down to the finale of the
second act, his part was a cumulative success.
He made the character quietly intellectually
grotesque. The Gilbert-ul'ivan recipe of
making a dignified personaf s supply a humor-
ous biography of himself ;r a display of his
qualities or characteristics bt:
many verses is here in itsk
and it fell to Mr. Hinxms,
the enlivening *‘I’m the#o,
modern Major-General,” w
rhymes and breathless metr
with rapidity and accuracy,
introduced a bit of persc
QGilbert himself would hav.
last line in the last two v
by whispers from two of
when the inevitable encoi
singing ““sat a gee” to rhy
he sang “sat a horse,”
promptly corrected, amid
which only increased in vol
figure of the Major-Genera,
round with his sword used
Mr. Hinxman is_too well ke
need many words from us,
his elocutionary efforts tt
praise, and the way in »
points was beyond critici:
which he deseribes himself
handled that bit of fragile
and which would bo noth- . if not handled
enrefully was excellontly d. by him and the
Pirate King, and in the second act when he
is bowed down with remorse at having told
this tarradiddle, and when he appears in his
dressing gown and sings his solo ‘‘ Tormented
with anguish dread”” and the ballad ““ Softly
sighing to the river "’—an inspiration for the
famous dream song in ‘ Iolanthe ”—he sur-
passed all previous efforts. Grossmith parts
will never go begging so long as Mr. Hinxman
is willing to impersonate them. The Pirate
King found a splendid exponent in Mr, Jack
Atkins. He emphasised the swashbuckling and
freebooting ‘aspect of the character in a most
dramatic manner, and his fine presence and
powerful voice, together with his splendid
make-up, gave the part picturesque distinction.
Possessing a resonant bass voice of obvious
cultivation, he sang the popular song ‘“ O better
far to live and die "—better known as “ I am.
a Pirate King ’—with great gusto, and re-
ceived a-well-merited encore. He was easily
the most picturesque figure in the picturesque
episodes, and a tower of strength to the com-
pany. Her vis-a-vig was Miss Elkins, as Ruth,
the pirate maid-of-all-work, who had * the re-
mains of a fine woman ** about her, Attired in
a Carmenesque dress she, perhaps, looked a
trifle too young and pretty, but one easily for-
got that under the spell of her sound acting,
which had just that melodramatic touch to
make the character Gilbertianly grotesque.
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Evidently she revelled in the part, and she
completely carried her audiences with her, as
was manifested in no uncertain way. Of
course she had to announce in a song how she
came to apprentice Frederic to a pirate instead
of a pilot, and she led the way to the encores
which came frequently during the perform-
ances. Her tragic scenes with Frederic, and
her part in the trio, *“ A paradox ”’ (we should
praise Mr. Atkins’s share too) were admirable,
and all through it was a performance which
will awaken many pleasant memories for a
long timo to come. Miss Elkins is peculiarly
suited for the Rosina Brandram parts. Per-
haps the hit of the opera was Mr. J. E.
Whitwam’s Sergeant of Police. It was clever
in the extreme, and a good-natured burlesque
on the heavy policeman. Indeed, it was the
best amateur Sergeant of the Folice we have
seen on the operatic stage. There was a suavity
about his acting which raised the risible-facul.
ties of the audiefice to the highest point, and
the ripples of merriment which followed the
ungainly evolutions of the Sergeant and his
inimitable band were a tributo to the success
of their performance. Ever popular, Mr.
Whitwam made the famous Policeman’s song,
‘“When a felon’s not engaged in his employ-
ment ” exoeedingly droll, and he had the dis-
tinction of scoring a treble encore. He sang
the last verse first as a coster would sing it,
then as it would be sung by a “nut,” and then
as it might be sung by a circumspect parson.
No wonder emblems such as a bouquet of ever-
greens, another of vegetables with showers of
onions, and cookie’s little pie were showcred
ufpon him, They wern all good-natured tokens
of appreciation. As Edith Miss Lucie Richards
sang and acted well., The leader of the band
of daughters she occipied & conspicuous part,
and she invested it with a charm that was
irresistible.  Here sweet mezzo-soprano voice
was used with distirction, and the light touch
necessary for these 1 orks was much to the fore
in her impersonatiot. Miss Jerram, too, did no
less with the part of Kate, and as Isabel—not a
singing part—Miss Ruth Savage was daintily
graceful, Her dar ing was a feature of the
opera. The part of Samuel was discharged by
Mr, A. J. Crosby in a manner that left little
to be desired, and his light baritone suited the
music very well. de proved a great support
to his pirate leader. Of the .chorus we have
nothing but praisa. We could have wished
there had been mork pirates in the sccond odt,
for they not oniv llooked sparsé in numbers,
but at times their ;singing was weak. Other-
wiso both they andl the police—the latter were

irates in the first act—did excellently. The
adies proved a great success, and their chorus
and danoe in the first act was so much appre-
ciated thiat it was rapturously encored. And
they all looked charming. We must par-
ticularly mention the singing of the unaccom-
panied “ Hail, poetiy!”’ and all the concerted
numbers were worked up with true operatic
feeling. -

"Mr. Sands ably coaducted each evening, and
the band was augmanted by members of the
Royal Marine Band from Portsmouth. There
were many presentations during the week., On
Tuesday evening, at the close of the first act,
beautiful carnation bouquets, supplied b
Messrs. Hillier and Scn, were presented to eacz
of the lady principals by Mr. and Mrs. Noel
Hanbury, and at the conclusion of his song Mr,
Whitwam was handed a bouquet of evergreens.
On Wednesday evening Mr. Whitwam was
presented with a bouquet composed of a cauli-
flower, with other vegectables, and showers of
onions by Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Savage, and
another vegdtable bouquet from Mr. Ernest
Forder. Miss Fairweather received a tributo
from Mr. Major in the shape of a -bouquet of
white double narcissi, orchids, and other
flowers, tied with primrose ribbon, with a card
bearing a quotation from tho opera. Mr.
Sands received a huge chaplet of laurels, and
all the performers reoeived enthusiastic calls,
a_tornado of applause being reserved for Mr.
Noel Hanbury when he responded to the call
for ‘“stage manager.” On the last evening
there were enthusiastic scenes. Not only were
the principals repeatedly called before the cur.
tain, and at the close each of the lady prin-

cipals and Miss Causton were presented with
beautiful bouquets, and from the Mayor and
Mayoress Miss Fairweather received a magnifi-
cent basket of white carnations, and Miss
Elkins an ‘equally beautiful basket of deep red
carnations. After his song Mr. Whitwam was
the recipient of a pie and of a huge biscuit
medal, inscribed with “ For Valour ” in large
pink letters. The latter was made by Mr, G.
W. Till, who also on Wednesday evening pre-
sented each of the lady principals with a
souvenir box of his famous chocolates. At the
end of the first act on Thursday night, the
* daughters” of Major-General Stanley, from
Mabel downwards, were given a sachel of
Till’s chocolates by the Pirate and Policemen,
as souvenirs of the occasion. The performance
on Wednesday evening was witnessed by 30
members of the Salisbury Amateur Operatic
Socnotg, who were greatly impressed with it,
and showered encomiums on the society. Be-
fore leaving for Salisbury they had supper at
Messrs. Dumpers, Ltd.

In response to a call for a speech, Mr. Sanps
thanked all who had assisted for the hearty
support they had given him, and especially
Miss Causton and the ladies of the orchestra.
It would, he added, be affectation on his part
if he did not propose a hearty vote of thanks
to Mr. Hanbury. (Loud applause.)

Three cheers having been given for Mr, Han-
BURY, that gentleman stepped forward, and said
he took that opportunity of thanking the pub-
lic in the name of the society, for tho splendid
support which the public had given them dur-
ing the entire performances. It would make
them start another year with far more assur-
ance than that which they began. They had
had difficulties, but the public’s appreciation
of their efforts had been so splend?g that he
really felt now that they were on a firm foot-
ing and that they had the love of the public
with them. He also emphasised tho splendid
loyalty running through the society, which had
kept them well together. They were dis-
appointed, he added, that their president, the
Barl of Northbrook, was unable to attend any
of their performances, owing to the accident
to Sir George Abercromby, but they hoped
next year that both his lordship and Lady
Northbrook would be present. (Applause.)

There were cnthusiastic scenes on the stage
after the last performance on Thursday, when
all the members of the company, the stewards,
programme sellers, and helpers gatheared to-
gether and partook of refreshments. The
Mayor and Mayoress (Councillor and Mrs.
Howard Elkington), who had witnessed two
performances, were also present, and also Mrs.
Noecl Hanbury and Mrs. Sands.

In the course of the proceedings the Sergeant
of tho Police said he had to thank Mr. Noel
Hanbury, on behalf of the society for all he
had done for them, and as a token of their
admiration, respect, and thanks, asked his ac-
ceptance of a pair of silver candlesticks, in-
scribed “ To Mr., Noel Hanbury, from the
members of the W.A.Q0.S., May 22nd, 1913,
First Session.” 2L

The company joined in singing *‘ For he's a
jolly good fellow,” with cheers for both Mr.
and Mrs. Hanbury.

Mr. Haxpury said he hardly knew how to
thank them. His work had really not been
hard work, because if one had the faculty and
the desire for coaching performers, one loved
to cxercise them, and he could safely say that
he had never had such a nice company as the
W.A.O.S. to deal with. He hoped they had
found him a strict stage manager, but not a
bad-tempered one. (‘‘No, no,” and laughter.)
He thanked Mr. Sands for the kind way in
which he had appreciated the efforts he had
put forward, and for the way he had worked
with him. (Applause.) Both he and Mrs.
Hanbury would prize this gift more than any-
thing he had yet received, because he knew it
was prompted by real affection. (Applause.)

Cheers were then given for Mr. and Mrs.
Sands, and thanking them Mr. Sanps quoted
Frederic,  Individually and collectively I love
you all.” It had been one of his greatest
pleasures to conduct and coach that splendid

society, and he hoped that with his own society
they would remain brother and sister. (Ap-
plause.) His Salisbury colleagues were abso-
lutely unanimous in their admiratjon for the
Winchester performances. (Applause.) They
came ready to criticise, but they went away
feeling there was mnothing to be eritical about.
{(Hear, hear.) He was grateful to them for
their loyalty and enthusiasm, for those were
the things to keep them together. He also
congratulated them on having euch a splendid
man at their head as Mr. Hanbury, and he
had found his assistance a great help. So long
as they stuck to him so long would the society
succeed. They had made a jolly. good start,
and they had won the hearts of the public.

Mr. Sands then presented souvenirs to the
Sergeant and Constables of the Force, and on
being opened they were found to be silent
matches, ‘ h

The Mayor delivered a short speech, in which
he congratulated the society on behalf of the
citizens on their undertaking and its success.
It was one of the best performances they had
had in Winchester for many a long time, and
it could only have been produced with a large
amount of labour. Mr. Sands had brought
them to & high state of perfection, and he be-
lieved they had assured success for the future.
To gain such success as they had this first
time was, he thought, a record. In Mr. Han-
bury they had one who thoroughly understood
the business, their soloists were to bo congratu.
lated, and the chorus were perfestion. He
hoped the socicty would go omr and flourish for
many ,years, and that their next undertaking
would’ be as equally great a success. Ap-
plause,)

The Sergeant.of Police, on behalf:of the
Society, then presented a massive laurel wreath
to Edith (Miss Richards), who had sold the
most tickets for the performances, her total
being over £25, X E .

Edith smilingly thanked the society, and
specches of a more or less humorous character
were made by the Pirate King, Mabel,
Frederic, the Major-General, apd Ruth. -

Mr. Saxps then thanked all who had been
unseen by the audience—Mr. Taylor, the ac-
companist, who had worked hard at rehearsals,
Mr. J. W. Elkins, the musical librarian, Mr.
Toby and his band of stewards, Mr. Holway,
the assistant stage manager, Mr. Clements, and
the ladies who had sold programmes,

After Mr, Toby had replied, all present
joined hands in “ Auld Lang Syne,” and the
gathering broke up shortly before midnight.

On Thursday evening before the performance
the whole of the company and helpers were
photographed by Messrs. Rider. At each per-
formance large numbers of people had to be
turned away for the want of accommodation,
practically every seat in the hall having been
taken. o souvenir programme was entirely
sold out, and Messrs, Warren are reprinting
to supply the large demand for extra copies.

The futurc of the society is assured. We
have reason to believe that * The Mikado ”
will He essayed next wintor, and that there
will- bs tumerous acoessivis o the fanad of
performers. As the society intend to exhszust
the Gilbert and Sullivan series before they
attempt any other work, the Savoy opera will
be tho thing in Winchester for another dozen
years, and there is no reason why the society
should not flourish long enough to perform the
series twice over, as well as many other comic
operas which have worn well. The society has
added a new interest to Winchester social life,
and we wish it continued and increasing pros-
perity and success.

Lord Northbrook, the president of the so-
ciety, wrote expressing his great disappoint-
ment that he and Lady Northbrook wore un-
able to attend the first performances of the
society.

J



